Taking the Chuo Shinsa (2024 Version)

1. Dan Shinsa:
1) Success or failure for Dan grades from Shodan to Rokudan will be determined by the results of a
shooting examination and a short essay, submitted in advance, on designated subjects.
2) Success or failure for Nanadan and Hachidan will be determined by the results of a shooting examination
and an essay.
@ Shooting: Candidates will be assessed on their level of mastery at shooting. Successful candidates of
the first-round examination will continue to a second-round examination.
@ Essay: Potential candidates, selected on the basis of the results of the shooting examination, must
demonstrate their level of understanding of Kyudo and their capacity for reflection by writing
an essay on a designated subject.

2. Assessment for Renshi:

Success or failure will be determined by the results of a shooting examination, an interview, and a written

examination (essay submitted in advance).

1) Shooting: Candidates will be assessed on their level of skill at shooting. Successful candidates of the
first-round examination will continue to a second-round examination.

2) Interview: Successful candidates of the first round of the shooting examination will be assessed on their
character, sense of judgement, and teaching skills.

3) Written Examination (Essay): Candidates will be assessed on their level of understanding of Kyudo.

3. Assessment for Kyoshi:

Success or failure will be determined by the results of a shooting examination, an interview, and an essay.

1) Shooting: Candidates will be assessed on their level of mastery at shooting. Successful candidates of the
first-round examination will continue to a second-round examination.

2) Interview: Successful candidates of the first round of the shooting examination will be assessed on their
sense of judgement, culture and ability necessary for teaching.

3) Essay: Potential candidates, selected on the basis of their results in the shooting examination and
interview, must demonstrate their level of understanding of Kyudo and capacity for reflection
by writing an essay on a designated subject.

4. Shinsa Fees:

Shodan ¥2,050 (Certificate registration fee  ¥3,100)
Nidan ¥3,100 (Certificate registration fee  ¥4,100)
Sandan ¥4,100 (Certificate registration fee  ¥5,100)
Yondan ¥5,100 (Certificate registration fee  ¥6,200)
Godan ¥6,200 (Certificate registration fee  ¥10,300)
Rokudan ¥7,200 (Certificate registration fee  ¥30,900)
Nanadan ¥8,200 (Certificate registration fee  ¥51,000)
Hachidan ¥10,300 (Certificate registration fee ~ ¥72,000)
Renshi ¥6,200 (Certificate registration fee ~ ¥41,000)
Kyoshi ¥9,300 (Certificate registration fee  ¥62,000)
5. Application:

1) Procedure:
Applicants should fill out an application form with the required information and submit it to the
president of their affiliated federation together with the examination fee and an essay on designated
subjects. The federation president should check the information provided on the application forms



6. N.B.:

and submit these together with the examination fees and the essays to the address below.
2) Applying for Rissha:
Requests for taking the Shinsa in Rissha should be written in red in the 'Remarks' box, in the bottom
right corner of the application form, and receive the agreement of the applicant’s affiliated federation
president. If, for any reason, applicants wish to take the Shinsa in Rissha after submitting their
application form, they should receive the agreement of the president of their affiliated federation and
notify this at registration, on the day of the Shinsa. If the agreement of the affiliated federation
president has been received, no medical certificate or copy of disability card is required.
3) Essay:
Answers should be written in Japanese or English as a rule in one's own handwriting on the
prescribed answer sheet. Applicants who wish to take the written examination in English should notify
this is red in the 'Remarks' box located in the bottom right corner of the application form.
4) Exemption From First-Round Shinsa:
Applicants falling under one of the following cases should notify the date of passing the first-round
Shinsa in red in the 'Remarks' box located in the bottom right corner of the Shinsa application form.
« Applicants who passed a first-round Shinsa and who did not succeed in the second-round the same
day can claim to be exempt from the first-round examination at any (if applying for Hachidan) or
any one (if applying for Nanadan) of the Regular Chuo Shinsa during one year thereafter.
«If you fall under the above category but you have already submitted your application for the next
Shinsa, please immediately ask for first-round Shinsa exemption via your local federation.
+ Candidates who passed a first-round Shinsa for Kyoshi or Renshi and who did not succeed in the
second round may participate in a Special Provisional Shinsa held especially for them.
4) Address:
Japan Sport Olympic Square, 4-2 Kasumigaoka-machi, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160-0013, Japan
To: All Nippon Kyudo Federation, Chuo Shinsa
E-mail: ikyf@kyudo.jp
6) Once application has been processed by the ANKF, Shinsa fees will not be refunded in case of absence
from an examination due to personal reasons.

1) Applicants should pay attention to the deadline given by their affiliated federation.
Application forms should not be sent individually to the ANKF, but should be collected by the applicant's
affiliated federation.

2) Except for the applicant's name, filling out the application form by computer or using copies are allowed.
The applicant's name should be written clearly in one's own handwriting.

3) If false information is provided on the application form, the result of the Shinsa may be invalidated.

4) Applicants for Kyoshi, Renshi, and for Dan grades from Godan upwards should wear Wafuku. For other
categories, Keikogi should be worn as a general rule.

5) There will be no opening ceremony or special demonstration shooting.

6) The results of the first-round Shinsa for Renshi, Kyoshi, and Nanadan will be announced at each break.
All applicants who did not pass the first round should leave the venue quickly.

7) Every applicant who is late for registration or who does not respond to calls will be deemed to have
withdrawn. Applicants who have withdrawn will not have the Shinsa fee refunded.

8) Once the application process is closed, the Shinsa timetable will be informed to local federations and
venue opening times for each group of Shinsa numbers will be posted on the ANKF website. Applicants
will not be allowed to enter the venue before the designated time.

9) Reporting absence to ANKF is not necessary. Applicants who do not register within the designated time
on the day of Shinsa will be automatically marked absent. In particular, please do not phone to the venue.
If you cannot register in time due to public transport disruption or any other unavoidable circumstances,
please report your situation at the registration desk on arrival. The Head of the Examining Committee will
decide wether or not you can be allowed to take the Shinsa.



10) During cold winter months (from November to March), candidates of Shinsa held in Kyudojo and
wearing Wafuku are encouraged to wear something such as a Tsutsusode (no colour restriction) or a
Keikogi under their Juban.

7. Regarding the Use of Images:
With regard to publishing photographs or videos taken by individuals on the internet, careful consideration
should be given to portrait rights issues and permission sought from the subject(s). If it is likely, or if there
is any doubt that the rights of the individual may be infringed, filming should be stopped and photographs
or videos should not be published in respect for individual rights.

8. Other:

Regarding the Use of Personal Information Provided on the Application Form:

By submitting the application form, the applicant agrees to the following uses of the information provided.

1) The individual's name, affiliation, age, Shogo and the date acquired, Dan and the date acquired, and other
relevant information may be used in Shinsa related documents.

2) The individual's name, affiliation, Shogo or Dan obtained may be published in a report of the Shinsa
results addressed to the president of each federation, in the monthly Kyudo Magazine, and on the ANKF
website.

However, with regard to publishing information in the monthly Kyudo magazine and on ANKF website as

mentioned in 2), an individual may make a special request that such information will not be published.
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